
THE D I E  I S  CAST

"Who? Me? O f  course  I ' v e  done my f a i r  share  t o  h e l p  t h e  Negro .
I ' v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Community c h e s t ;  I  d o n ' t  have  a n y  t r o u b l e
t o l e r a t i n g  one i f  h e  hap:7)ens t o  s i t  n e x t  t o  me i n  a  r e s t a u r a n t ;  I
defend t h e i r  r i g h t s  i n  d iscussions  w i t h  my f r i e n d s ;  a n d ,  w e l l ,  I
know some r e a l l y  g r e a t  Negroes!"

And t h e n ,  e v e n  w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  w e l l  meaning f o l k  l i v i n g  i n
Milwaukee and  v i c i n i t y ,  l a s t  summer j u s t  what  we t h o u g h t  c o u l d n ' t
happen, d i d  happen h e r e :  P e o p l e  were k i l l e d  and in ju red4 .  m i l l i o n s
of  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  homes and businesses were des t royed;  f a c t o r i e s
were c l o s e d  down; p e o p l e  were  conf ined  t o  t h e i r  homes; t h e  N a t i o n a l .
Guard was c a l l e d  up;  a n d  people  asked why, E l y  d i d  i t  happen here?

As a  s e n i o r  i n  h i g h  school ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  cannot  p r e t e n d  t o
know t h e  complete  answer t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  -  -  even P r e s i d e n t  Johnson 's
Nat iona l  Adv isory  Commission on  C i v i l  Distorders d e l v e d  i n t o  t h e
problem and  came u p  w i t h  noth ing  t a n g i b l e  -  -  no  s i m p l e  s o l u t i o n .  B u t
I  d o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  even f rom t h e  ignorance  and i n e x p e r i e n c e  o f  y o u t h
something may be  l e a r n e d --something wor th  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t .  T o n i g h t
I  wan t  t o  r e l a t e  some o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  have molded my o p i n i o n
about "why i t  happened h e r e . "

One o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  snooks o f  my l i f e  came some t w o  y e a r s  ago
on a  bus t r i p  w i t h  f o r t y  o t h e r  youth  f rom Wauwatosa. A s  I  l o o k e d
out t h e  window i n t o  t h e  darkness o f  a  s m a l l  town i n  Tennessee,  a .
sign on  t h e  f r o n t  o f  a  rundown, d i l a p i d a t e d  :1‘undromat caught  my
eye. W h i t e s  On ly   i t  r e a d .  S u d d e n l y  I  understood t h a t  t h e  p r e j u d i c e
one r e a d s  about  i n  such books a s  T o  K i l l  a  Mockingbird and  B l a c k
Like Me r e a l l y  e x i s t s .  F r o m  t h a t  t i m e  o n  I  burned i n s i d e  e v e r y  m e
7 a a 7 7  anyone, e v e n  j o k i n g l y,  t a l k i n g  d e r i s i v e l y  about  t h e  ' t e g r o - -
f o r  I  f e l t  t h a t  I  h a d  seen what  i t  m ight  l e a d  t o .  B u t  I  h a d n ' t  seen
h a l f  o f  i t ;

On t h e  same t r i p  we v i s i t e d  a  day school  i n  Chattanooga,
Tennessee f o r  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  Negro c h i l d r e n  whose p a r e n t s  worked
during t h e  d a y.  A s  we c a l l  q u i t e  i n n o c e n t l y  p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e s e
chi ldren i n  t h e  schoo l  y a r d - -  t h e y  were ,  a t  t h a t  a g e ,  a s  " c o l o r -
b l ind"  a s  we were t r y i n g  t o  b e - -  a  middle  aged w h i t e  man stopped h i s
car n e x t  t o  o u r  bus and shouted t o  t h e  d r i v e r ,  " M i a t  a r e  a l l  t h o s e
white  k i d s  do ing  p l a y i n g  w i t h  those f i l t h y  nig,,:ers? T h e y ' l l  j u s t
grow up t o  g i v e  u s  a  peck ' a  t r o u b l e  some d a y. "  A g a i n  we were
shocked, d i s i l l u s i o n e d ,  a n d  d isgusted- - e s p e c i a l l y  a s  we l o o k e d  up
to t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  monuments d i r e c t l y  above u s  on L i o k o u t  Mounta in- -
monuments t o  a  war  t h a t  was supposed t o  have ended a l l  t h i s .

I f  I  had  t o  c i t e  one s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  most undermined
my f a i t h  i n  American s o c i e t y,  I  would draw i t  f rom t h e  same t r i p .
On two consecut ive  n i g h t s  we s t a y e d  w i t h  groups i n  Memphis, mennf—leeo,
and i n  Natchez  M i s s i s s i p p i .  I n  Memphis we were  welcomed r i t h  open
arms. T h e  Neifro y o u t h  group cooked and served  u s  supper  (someth ing
we had  been accustomed t o  do ing  ourse lves )  p r o v i d e d  group e n t e r t a i n - ,
went; a n d  s tayed  u n t i l  q u i t e  l a t e  ( e v e n  though t h e  n e x t  d a y  was a
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school d a y  f o r  them)  t o  t a l k ,  p l a y  p i n g  pong, c h e s s  and  c a r d s  a n d
provide u s  w i t h  a  g r e a t  end  ro—nrding t i m e .  T h i s  was o n l y  a  f e w
Weeks a f t e r  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K ing  had been b r u t a l l y  murdered i n  1.iemphis.
I  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  hos ts  were w h o l l y  mot iva ted  b y  a  s e l f i s h
i n t e n t  t o  "make a  good i m p r e s s i o n " - -  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  have been s o  con—
s i s t e n t  i n  h o s p i t a l i t y .  N e v e r  have I  seen  a  g r e a t e r  group b f  p r a c -
t i s i n g  C h r i s t i a n s .

The n e x t  n i g h t ,  i n  Natchez ,  we  s t a y e d  i n  a  "Whi te  Church ."
The y o u t h  made a n  e f f o r t  t o  b e  f r i e n d l y ,  b u t  t h e y  were d i s t a n t ,
" c l i q u i s h " ,  a n d  e v e r y  thought ,  e v e r y  i d e a ,  w a i  guarded.  P e r h a p s
my memory would b e  a  b i t  s w e e t e r,  though ,  i f i t  h a d n ' t  been f o r  one
well—meaning Southern g a l  who, i n  showing me h e r  school  yearbook,
pointed o u t  a  c e r t a i n  p r i n t e r ' s  e r r o r .  T h e  hourg lass ,  t h e  symbol
of  t h e  c l a s s ,  h a d  been p r i n t e d  b l a c k  w i t h  a  w h i t e  background i n
some cases  a n d  w h i t e  w i t h  b l a c k  background i n  o t h e r s .  T h e  r e a s o n ,
she i n n o c e n t l y  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  was  probab ly  because "we g o t  some o f
them b l a c k i e s  i n  o u r  schoo l  t h i s  y e a r . "  W i t h  j u s t  a s  much innocence
I  o i t e d  my exper ience  o f  t h e  prev ious  n i g h t ,  b u t  I  f o u n d  immedia te ly
t h a t  we n o  l o n g e r  had  a  common ground f o r  d iscuss ion .  I  was thor—
oughly d i s g u s t e d ,  b u t  a s  I  s e e  i t  now, I  shou ld  have been s o r r y  t h a t
she was brought  u p  b y  p a r e n t s  who j u d g e  c h a r a c t e r  accord ing  t o  s k i n
c o l o r.

There i s  one p o i n t  t h a t  I  would l i k e  t o  c l a r i f y :  I  do  n o t  j u d g e
a l l  w h i t e s  and a l l  NoLroes b y  t h e  examples I  have  r e l a t e d  t o  y o u
t o n i g h t .  T h e y  s e r v e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t o  me t h e  magnitude o f  t h e
ploblem t L a t  we w i l l  have t o  f a c e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e - - r s  I  hope t H e y
have a l s o  done f o r  you.  T o  judge  everyone b y  n e s e  i n c i d e n t s  would
be t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  h o r r i b l e  t r a p  t h a t  i s  perhaps a t  t h e  bot tom o f
the who le  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  I r i s h ,  t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  a n d  t h e  Germans were
a l l  a t  one t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r  r e j e c t e d  b y  o u r  s o c i e t y - - b u t ,  o b v i o u s l y,
they have  been q u i t e  w e l l  a s s i m i l a t e d .  O n e  might  t h e n  assume t h a t
i n  due t i m e  t h e  Negro w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  same course- - b u t  t h e r e  i s  one
funday3nta l  d i f f i c u l t y .  W h e n e v e r  a  mob o f  I r i s : :  ,en o r  I t a l i a n s
at tacked someone o r  s e t  f i r e  t o  something t h e  blame was p u t  on  b o t h
the: a n d  t h e  whole  I r i s h  o r  I t a l i a n  community- - a  b a s i c  i n j u s t i c e
i n  i t s e l f .  T h e  same i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  Negro,  b u t  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  s t o p s
t h e r e .  O n e  c a n  become a  good f r i e n d  o f  a n  I t a l i a n  o r  a n  I r i s h m a n
before  one  l e a r n t  t h e  man's  n a t i o n a l i t y .  N o t  s o  w i t h  t h e  Negro- -
the f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a s  a  d a r k  s k i n  c l a s s i f i e s  h i m  w i t h  t h e  hoodlums
tha t  one saw maybe t e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  a n d  d i s t r u s t  i s  imTlediate.
Just  a s  many people  have been mugged b y  l a w l e s s  w r i t e s  a s  have been
by Zegroes- -and  y e t  we d o n ' t  g e n e r a l l y  a v o i d  Caucasians.  : r e  would
have no  problem w i t h  p r e j u d i c e  i f  we a l l  suddenly  beoame c o l o r b l i n d
i n  a  s p e c i a l  sense .

There w i l l  a lways  b e  S t o k e l y  Carmichaels  and H .  Rap  Browns b y
which we c o u l d  judge  t h e  whole  Negro p o p u l a t i o n ,  j u s t  a s ,  u n f o r t u n -
a t e l y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  a lways b e  Bobby Bakers  and Jimmy H o f f a s  b y  which
the Negro p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  judge  u s .  T h e  Negro r e v o l u t i o n  was once
a n o n - v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  aimed a t  l e g i t i m a t e  demands. T o d a y  i t  i s
d r i f t i n g  t o  v i o l e n c e  a n d  i t s  own brand o f  p r e j u d i c e  a s  a  means o f
waking u p  w h i t e  Amer ica .



I t  c e r t a i n l y  l o o k s  a s  i f  we were  l o s i n g  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  o u r  own
kprejudice.

The o n l y  s o l u t i o n  t o  o u r  problem l i e s  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t
leve l -headed  w h i t e s  and l e v e l - h e a d e d  Negroes- -and  t h e r e  a r e  many
o f  b o t h  types- -eou ld .  !set t o g e t h e r  and drop  t h e  r e i n s  o f  p r e j u d i c e
and g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  b i n d i n g  u s  e v e r  t i g h t e r .  W e  c a l l  o u r -
selves a  predominant ly  C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n ,  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  emphesizee
the goodness o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l - - n o t  o f  t h e  r a c e .  W h y  c a n ' t  we a l l
stop b e i n g  h y p r o c r i t e s  f o r  once and f o l l o w  t h e  i d e a l s  we have  been
t e l l i n g  o u r s e l v e s  we b e l i e v e  i n ?  W h e n  w i l l  we become human b e i n g s
ins tead  o f  B lacks  and Whi tes .

So, y o u  s a y,  t h i s  i d e a l i s m  i s  a l l  w e l l  and good, b u t  what  a r e
some p r a c t i c a l ,  a f f i r m a t i v e  programs we c a n  become i n v o l v e d  w i t h  i n
.ienomonee F a l l s ?  T h e r e  a r e  many p o s s i b i l i t i e s - - a n d  i f  one l i s t e n s
to t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  and  misconceptions o f  o n e ' s  c lassmates and  o n e ' s
neighbors i t  becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  obvious t h a t  something i s  s o r e l y
needed h e r e  i n  o u r  secure  l i t t l e  community o f  henomonee F a l l s .
Just i r i - V E 6  schools  t h e r e  a r e  count less  t h i n g s  we c o u l d  do t o  i m -
prove t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  o u r  community have n o
other  concept ion  o f  t h e  b l a c k  man than  t h e  t w i s t e d  v i e w  t h e y  s e e  o n
the 6  o ' c l o c k  news. O n e  might  h i r e  w e l l - q u a l i f i e d  Negro  t e a c h e r s - -
and t h e r e  a r e  some. O n e  might  i n c o r p o r a t e  a  more e x t e n s i v e  course
on Negro h i s t o r y - - f u l l y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  many c o n t r i b u t i o n s  Negroes
have made t o  o u r  count ry - - i n t o  o u r  c u r r e n t  U .  S .  H i s t o r y  program.
The new psychology course c o u l d  prov ide  a n  e x c e l l e n t  spr ingboard
f c r  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  r o o t s  o f  p r e j u d i c e .  A  more e x t e n s i v e  program w i t h
n i lwaukee 's  i n n e r  c i t y  schools should b e  developed- - a  program w h i c h
was s t a r t e d  t h i s  y e a r  when Mark C o c r o f t ,  a  g r e a t  guy  t h a t  I  met  a t
Badgers Boy 's  S t a t e ,  c a s e  f rom L i n c o l n  High 'School  f o r  a  day  t o  t a l k
to o u r  Contemporary H i s t o r y  Classes.  H e  was v e r y  w e l l  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d
I  b e l i e v e  t a u g h t  u s  a  g r e a t  d e a l --more o f  t h e  same i s  o e r t a i n l y  i n
order.  F o r  t h e  community? W h y  n o t  exchange programs between l o c a l
church and c i v i c  groups w i t h  groups f r o m  t h e  i n n e r  c i t y ?  T h y  n o t  a
group f r o m  t h e  F a l l s ( t e  supplement  t h e  Milwaukee program) t o  t u -
t o r  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  ' e 6 r o  ch i ld ren?  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  e n d l e s s ,
and we must do  something--something t o  combat a n  e v e r  worsening s i t -
u a t i o n .

One o f  t h e  cho ices  f o r  o u r  c l a s s  mot to  was " t h e  d i e  i s  c a s t . "
but has  i t  r e a l l y  been? I  s i n c e r e l y  hope n o t ,  f o r  i f  i t  has  been
cant,  i f  p r e j u d i c e  i s  permanently  i n s t i l l e d  i n  o u r  b e i n g ,  o u r  so—
c i e t y  w i l l  crumble i n  t h e  s t r i f e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  A s  we o f  t h e  c l a s s
of  1968  graduate  t o n i g h t ,  w e  w i l l  b e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  a g e  o l d  prob—
lem o f  p r e j u d i c e - - a  problem t h a t  cou ld  r u i n  o u r  c o u n t r y.  G o d  - , r a n t
that  we may cope w i t h  i t .


